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 Conservation Commission Meeting

Sharon Community Center

Aug 6, 2015 

Peg Arguimbau, Chairperson, Meredith Avery, Betsy McGrath, Linda Orel, were the members present.  Stephen Cremer, Alan Westman, and Keevin Geller were not present. The Conservation Administrator, Greg Meister, was also present.

Meeting started at 7:50pm

7:45PM – Lake Management Advisory Committee Update (LMAC)

Noah Siegel and Rob McGrath
Siegel explained that his committee has been posting a weekly narrative on their website of what is going on at the Lake.   McGrath has been spearheading this and has been collecting data on the Lake.  

McGrath informed the Commission that at this point the Lake is OK, not great.  In his opinion it is not much different from last year or years past. One of the Lake Management Committees goals is to provide town residents with information on the Lake.  Over the past several weeks McGrath has been collecting data and observing what is going on at the Lake.  He has been looking at the following:

· 1) Weeds.    To date, there has been no significant growth of weeds. Lycott Environmental treated the Lake last year and at this time, everything seems OK.  McGrath feels that we need to be proactive.  The LMAC would like to have Lycott (Aquatic Control Technologies) come out this month to survey the lake and then maybe present their findings to the Commission.  This is part of last season’s contract for treating of the weeds. Additionally, the LMAC would like to survey the lake yearly.  It is important to continue to educate folks on the weeds.  The gate guards have been trained in what to look for regarding weeds and have been doing a good job this summer.  
· 2)  Monitoring lake quality. (Temperature and water clarity).  Visually the Lake looks good. There seems to be no significant growth of weeds.  The water temperature is high.  Temperature readings are taken primarily at the flume house, though other spots around the lake have also been used. McGrath performed a vertical profile of the Lake in late June.  The temperature of the Lake has been an issue.  Presently, lake temperature readings are in the 80’s, (higher this year than in the past). The Lake is managed by temperature, and not level and readings in the 80’s is problematic.

· In Meisters opinion, the high temperature of the lake could be related to the lack of groundwater.  He is unable to flush the lake due to the lack of groundwater coming in.   He also believes that Dissolved Oxygen is lower than it used to be.  There are fish in the lake, but it is believed that they may be a different population of fish then in years past.

There is a Management plan for prioritizing what is important with respect to the Lake: 1). Swimming, 2) Boating and 3) Fishing. It has been a good summer for swimming.  

When water levels of the lake rise, then the lake is flushed in order to keep water temperatures cooler.  Despite the warm temperatures, Meister has been able to do more with less water.  Siegel asked why the water temperature is so high. Meister explained that in the past, lake temperatures have always been in the mid 70’s range.  On occasion, the temperature would rise into the 80’s, but not often. Meister was able to manage this.  At this point however, with temperatures in the 80’s consistently, it is more difficult to manage. With a lack of groundwater coming into the lake, clams and fish are dying off.  Meister believes that the lake is rebalancing itself.  

· 3) Level. There is not a lot of water coming into the Lake.  At this time, Sucker Brook is pretty dry, even after the recent rainstorm.  Low flow stream models are based on August conditions.  There is not a lot of groundwater coming in to the Lake either. The months of May and July were pretty dry which is problematic. At this point, the level of the Lake is lower than usual.  Even lower than the end of year levels last September.    Other surface water flows can be looked at.  Outside of Sharon, streams and brooks are not faring well either.  The Charles River and Neponset River are both pretty low.   Unless we get a lot of rain, the lake will continue to drop.  Meister has said that he will not let the level go below 1 ½ css.  If flows get worse and level goes down, water commissioners will have to compromise.  There should be a constant flow out of the lake.  A chart of water levels prepared by P. Lauenstein was displayed.  (on file). If current trajectory continues, the level of the lake could become very low.

A question was raised as to why the water temperature was so high.  And what is different today than from years ago. Meister believes it is a lack of groundwater and water recharge for the town.  At this point, he is unable to get the lake up to 10.5”.  In the past, there was lots of water coming in from the underground spring.  The lake needs to be managed differently.  Need to be careful about keeping the lake down in springtime in case of a big storm.  Winter brings other risks.  A discussion on how to manage the lake should occur during the winter months.  

Is there a solution to the groundwater problem?  Commission is not sure it is within their jurisdiction.  The Town does a pretty good job about conserving water but is there more they can do?  There is an uptick in water use during the summer. Reinstitution of a water ban was brought up. Perhaps only allow watering one day per week or only use a handheld hose.  The system was not designed for watering lawns, but it was designed for drinking water.  Using the data collected, perhaps the Commission should request that the Selectman (as water commissioners) further restrict water. 

A question was asked if there was an environmental trigger (for water ban)?  There is a lot of data which indicates that the Town is pretty dry.  Perhaps the Commission should come up with an objective trigger. 

Motion to be put on agenda: request to the Selectman (as Water Commissioners) to ban outdoor lawn watering. 

Orel, McGrath 4-0-0

8:00 PM – ANRAD Hearing Continuance, 383 Old Post Road,
Chinese Bible Church
Applicant requested continuance of hearing

Motion to continue hearing to September 3rd at 8PM.

McGrath, Avery 4-0-0

8:15 PM – Hearing Continuance, NOI DEP SE#280-

216 No. Main Street, Gander Realty Trust

Dan Merrikan, representing the applicant. The applicant met with the Board of Health who approved their plan and gave variances for the septic system.  The BOH asked that the applicant flip the septic system by 90 degrees. 

The applicant added a storm water filtration system in the parking lot.  There is a brake in grade. Run off will go through a treatment device and send into underground infiltration field.  Run off from back of property will also run through the infiltration system.  The applicant provided the Commission with a drainage report, on file in office.

At this point the applicant has still has not received a file number. The Commission can close this hearing pending receipt of DEP file number.  

The applicant will be granting a Conservation Restriction (CR) on the entire property with the exclusion of the developed area.  Additionally, they would like to maintain the septic area as well.  Further, the applicant would like the property to remain as private property.  

Motion to close hearing pending receipt of DEP file number.

McGrath, Orel 4-0-0

Signatures: members signed vouchers

Bylaw Update:

Arguimbau explained to the Commission they are now at the point where miniscule changes need to be made. She reviewed with the Commission additional edits that she made based on input from the last meeting.  Orel will review the final document for grammatical errors and compare against DEP regulations to ensure consistency.

With regards to drought and Riverfront section of the bylaw, Meister would like to better define. He believes that the Commission should have stronger local regulations beyond what is currently in the bylaws.  After brief discussion, it was decided to include a list within the bylaws of the perennial streams located within the town. Meister will have a list ready to share with Commission members by the end of next week.

The next meeting is scheduled for September 3rd .

Agenda items to include:

 * Update on 38 Beach Road. Arguimbau will speak with Millbury and Happnie.

September 17th meeting

Agenda items to include:

* Discussion of Rules & Regulations. These need to be consistent with the bylaws.

* Commission members should be sent a draft of meeting minutes (July 3rd & August 6th) for review prior to next meeting.

Manns Pond

Replanting of plants and shrubbery should be planned in the fall.  Replanting’s should be done to discourage trees from growing back.  The roots from the cut down trees will remain as there is concern that removal may cause further damage.

Motion to adjourn.  McGrath, Orel 4-0-0

Meeting adjourned at 9:40pm
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