
 Conservation Commission Meeting

Sharon Community Center

April 3, 2014 - DRAFT

Peg Arguimbau, Chariperson, Linda Orel, Elizabeth McGrath and Keevin Geller were the members present. Stephen Cremer came late, left prior to voting on meeting minutes. The Conservation Administrator, Greg Meister, was also present.

8:00pm Violation 

245 Norwood Street, Name
Property owner was unaware that they were taking down trees and removing old growth near conservation (wetland area) until informed by a neighbor.  They stopped work and phoned the Commission.  Meister visited the site and confirmed that the trees taken down were in wetlands.  Property owner would like to know what they must do to move forward as they would like to install an in-ground pool and eventually put in solar panels.   They would also like assistance with what to replant in the wetland area.  

If pool will be located outside of the 100-foot buffer zone, then no filing will be needed.  Any work to be done within the 100-foot buffer zone must wait until a definitive wetland line has been delineated.

Property owner would like to move ahead with installing the pool, while at the same time determining the wetland line.  Once it has been determined that placement of pool is outside of 100-foot buffer zone, work on pool can begin.  Property owner to follow up with Meister in 3 weeks regarding the wetland line.  
With respect to Solar panels, when property owner ready to install will need to file either a NOI or RDA if panels are to be installed within the 100-foot buffer zone.

Motion: Geller, McGrath 4-0-0

Liam Murphy, Eagle Scout Project
Liam has met with the Board of Selectman who approved his project and suggested that Liam also meet with the Commission and speak with the Friends of Conservation.  His plan is to clean up the pond located behind the former Sacred Heart School.  The pond is in rough shape, there are overhanging branches, lots of trash in the area, and the benches are falling apart.  Liam would like to clean out the brush, replace the benches with new ones, and pick up the trash.  His plan is to work on the Pond over April Vacation.  He has received positive response on this project and there will be a crew of people helping.

Proposed development at Rattlesnake Hill – Member discussion

Orel submitted a memo to Attorney Gelerman’s office listing 3 major concerns with the proposed project.  To date, there has been no response from Gelermans office. A new Development Agreement is circulating, however the Commission has not yet received a copy.  It was decided by Commission members that no vote should be taken this evening, and that there may need to be a meeting next week if the new Development Agreement needed to be signed immediately.
Orel’s memo is attached outlining her concerns.  Additionally, Orel would like to work with the developer, however the Commission has not been invited to the table for any discussions.
There is concern by several Commission members that they have not yet seen an updated Development Agreement.  
It was noted that the Board of Selectman and Town counsel approached Developer about building at Rattlesnake Hill.

When the developer goes to Natural Heritage (NH), if NH informs the developer that they lose buildable lots, then that is Developer’s issue.

What will be before the Commission at a later meeting is an Agreement.  Commission members are meeting to discuss possible issues which may be written into the next agreement, but as of this date, Commission members have not seen an updated Agreement. It is the Commissions responsibility to review the Development Agreement and to decide whether they wish to sign. A Commission member has expressed concerns regarding the language within the Agreement.  In her opinion it is poorly drafted and does not work for Conservation.  A memo (attached) noting this has been crafted and forwarded to Town Counsel for review which relates specifically to the land, which is the issue currently before the Commission.  

Conservation Administrator (CA) feels that the Commission needs to act responsibly.  As noted earlier, it is felt that there are problems within the current Development Agreement with respect to conservation issues. CA and Commission members feel that a response to this memo is needed in order to move forward. The developer will not only need to meet with NH, but they will also need to come in front of Commission as well. It is felt that this is OK as long as there is a valid agreement with which the Commission can work with.  Once a valid Agreement is in place, the Commission will then look at the Wetland bylaw to ensure proper development. Those details however will be worked out later.  At this time, it is only the Development Agreement which is before the Commission. 
Orel is hoping for a process, transparency, review and discussion of Development Agreement, and that the Commission will decide collectively.

Meister inquired as to how the Commission is to communicate that they would like a response to their questions? Has the Development Agreement been signed? If so, he would like to know as soon as possible. Meister inquired as to whether Town Counsel has the Commissions questions (yes, memo has been forwarded) and that the Commission is expecting an answer in a timely fashion?  It is difficult to be responsible if provided no answers. A Commission member suggested that perhaps someone attend BOS meeting next Tuesday?  Arguimbau will phone Gellerman for copy of new agreement and she will forward to members.  If there is a need to reconvene she will let members know.  

Another public meeting will be held to discuss updated Development Agreement. As signatory to the Development Agreement, the Commission will need to see the Agreement to which others may have already signed.

Approval of meeting minutes: March 20th.   
Page 3, Rattlesnake misspelled.  

Motion to approve minutes as amended: Orel, Geller 3-0-1.

Notes from public forum on Invasive Species.  It is the Consensus of the Commission that the notes and PowerPoint presentation may be posted on the website.  4-0-0
Motion to adjourn: Geller, McGrath 4-0-0
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