Sharon Conservation Commission

Meeting Minutes

November 6, 2014

Conservation Commission Meeting
Sharon Community Center
November 6, 2014 - DRAFT
Peg Arguimbau, Chairperson, Elizabeth McGrath, Meredith Avery, Stephen Cremer, Alan Westman, were the members present. Linda Orel  & Keevin Geller were absent from the meeting. The Conservation Administrator, Greg Meister, was also present.
Meeting started at 7:45:pm
7:45 pm – Hearing Continuance, Notice of Intent,  232-264 Norwood Street
MooseHill Development Corp – Everett Street Paving 
DEP File #SE280-0560
Jeff Kane of L&L Engineering Group, representing the applicant. 
Kane met with Brodmerkle of Site Design Professionals and feels comfortable with the recommendations of the memo dated November 6, 2014 being incorporated into the Order of Conditions.
Brodmerkle prepared a memo (November 6, 2014) which addresses the responses of L&L Engineering to the original memo (dated October 30, 2014). Brodmerkle informed the Commission that the plans, as submitted, are in compliance.  The Orders, when prepared, need to be cognizant of drainage on the lots and that the Developer has agreed to bring into the orders drainage concerns, although some are not within the jurisdiction of the Commission.  It was mentioned that the roof run off is for recharge and is essential.
Kate Connolly, lawyer for Mass Audubon attended the Planning Board meeting.  Mass Audubon submitted a letter of concern to both the Planning Board as well as to the Commission.  There were 2 major concerns.  1) That measures would be taken to protect the welfare of the large red oak tree located near the culvert and 2)  The potential water runoff from Lots 9 & 10.  Mass Audubon would like these two concerns incorporated into the Order of Conditions.    Earlier Mass Audubon concerns have been addressed in the memo prepared by Site Design Professional, LLC, and dated November 6, 2014.
Motion to close hearing with the understanding that comments discussed tonight will be incorporated into the Order of Conditions.  (Those concerns Brodmerkle highlighted in the memo dated November 6, 2014 and those concerns brought up this evening.)
McGrath, Westman 5-0-0
The Order of Conditions will be prepared next week and can be picked up at the office.  Meister will phone applicant when the orders are completed.
8:15pm – Norwood Municipal Lighting, Notice of Intent
Replacement of two 115k transmission lines located within the ROW between Bullard Street in Sharon and Dean Street in Norwood
Representing the applicant was: Doug Vigneau from VHB, Alan Rice, Jim Collins, Kevin Shaughnessy and Dan Morrissey all of Norwood Light.
A Handout was distributed to Commission members titled “Asset Replacement of Two H-Frame Overhead 115-kV Transmission Circuits” and which is on file in the Conservation office.
Meredith Avery recused herself from this project as she works for VHB.
Vigneau explained in detail the project and why it is needed. (refer to handout on file).
· There will be a clerk of the works overseeing the project. 

· It is hoped that the majority of the project will be able to be accessed from the access roads.

· There will be written inspections which will be available to the Commission.

· A professional timber matting company will be hired.

· The project will be completed in phases.

· Disturbed wetlands will be replicated

In order for the project to proceed, there must be approval at Norwood Town Meeting in May.  It is anticipated that the project will be approved, but one never really knows.
The project should take approximately 18 months to complete. Norwood Municipal Light hopes to begin clearing in the Spring of 2015.
Motion to close hearing upon issuance of MEPA certificate. Order of Conditions shall not be issued until the office receives the MEPA certificate and shall be issued per plan. McGrath, Cremer 4-0-1.
Avery rejoins meeting.
Next meeting will be on November 20th.  At that time a decision will need to be made regarding Hammershop Dam.  Anyone having questions should contact Meister.  If people would like to visit the dam, Meister will take them out.  It will be important to discuss where the Commission stands with respect to Hammershop Dam.  Does the Commission wish to be part of the joint filing with the DPW, and if not, what would the alternative be?  Should the Commission have someone come before them to discuss?
Discussion of Hammershop Pond shall be on November 20th at 8:00pm.
At a future meeting a warrant article needs to be developed regarding enforcement of the banning of Jet Skis. If the Commission does not wish to sponsor, then perhaps Lake Management will sponsor.  It was thought that the BOS were going to do, but at this point, not so sure.  There was no warrant article last May, or for this past November town meeting.  Perhaps Commission could sponsor jointly with Lake Management?  This will need to be discussed.
Newly formed Lake Committee:  A meeting was held. McGrath is the Commissions representative.  The meeting got off to a good start.  It is hoped to keep positive interaction going.  Attendees included all Selectman, DPW Superintendent, Hooper, Towner of Lake Management, Bluestein of Rec Advisory, Crosby of Water Advisory Committee, Powell and Goldstein. lake property owners.  Heitin proposed a series of topics the group should look into.  It was decided that the first topic should be an update by Towner on the history of the lake.  Cedar Swamp should also be discussed.  McGrath will update Commission after each meeting of the newly formed lake committee.
Reports were sent to Crosby and Hearn.  Heitin also received copies for distribution to the committee.   
Next meeting November 20th
Motion to adjourn: Westman, Cremer 
Meeting adjourned at 10:10pm
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