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Recreation Advisory Committee Minutes 
Sharon Community Center 
Thursday, September 20, 2018 
 
Present: Gary Bluestein, Steve Lesco, Cheryl Whiting, Chris Valois, Ro Desai, Steve Ferrara, Rick Schantz 
Staff: Linda Berger, Jonathan Lewitus, Maura Palm 
 

Call to Order – Gary called meeting to order at 6:34pm 
 
Approval of June 21st minutes:  Approved with amended minutes to strike Steve Lesco’s name from attending 
last month’s minutes.  Cheryl Whiting: first/Steve Ferrara: second;  all in favor/zero opposed. 
 
Director’s Report: Gary stated heard very positive feedback about the summer season. Linda said the 
department has a good mix of offerings.  Felt things went much smoother this year and department was 
headed in the right direction.  She stated that after the beach closed it got very hot so the beaches were still 
well attended. Jon and the staff did maintain the trash as it is a tug of war as to who is to do trash in the off 
season. Fred is working with Linda to get a plan of action together so we aren’t in same predicament next 
summer.   
Much discussion on financial for summer programs. Spent $15,000.00 on beach improvements (re-keying 
bathrooms/picnic tables/landscaping. Discussion on future beach hours change a possibility. RAC board didn’t 
feel staffing the Gunhouse gate to be financially feasible as not a lot of traffic to justify expense. Massapoag 
Sports staff excellent. Great program and looking to expand. Sailing program very strong this year. Programs 
overall were well attended and did very well. 
Adventure Activities – first year renting kayaks/paddelboards @ boat launch. It picked up as the summer went 
along. Kayak storage racks sold out and looking to figure out where we may put more as demand is high. 
Annual Triathlon brought in $2,250.00 to the town. Weather was not great but well attended. Concession 
Stand did OK – biggest concern is that they do not take credit/debit cards and turn-around time for order can 
be on the slow side. Concession vendor has  1 more year contract with the town. There were no closings of the 
beaches this year due to bacteria. 
Square Jam – discussion on possibly having it at the lake next years – mixed feelings about moving it from the 
square. Cost to run the event is $9,500.00 – staging alone costs approx.. $2,500.00. Police/Fire/DPW all want 
the venue moved for safety and logistic purposes. Awaiting report from police to discuss further. 
Summer Concerts Series: had 2 rainouts out of 6 concerts.  Attendance was disappointingly low for many 
shows – hopefully will pick up in the future. Ro questioned as to whether could get a beer vendor. Discussion 
on how to get better attendance-possibly integrating kids series in with the regular concert series. 
 
Fall programs: Jon gave summary of programs: Flag Football (first year running program) going extremely well 
and great participation. We have high school kids helping out. Ro stated he heard a lot of positive feedback on 
the program.  
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Basketball: Jon stated he would be on the Travel Basketball Board to hopefully streamline both the travel and 
recreation programs. 
 
Projects: Cameras being installed/new footwash station – possibly get a gatehouse booth at the Memorial 
Park Beach entrance. New elements coming in at Ames Street Playground-also new walkways have been 
constructed. 
 
Civil Defense Building: waiting for land swapapproval from National Park Service.  
 
Use of Public Property for Private Gain: Much discussion on approval for written policy to allow citizens to run 
programs on town owned property. 
Gary: motion to recommend to the Board of Selectmen to adapt policy: Steve Lesco/first; Cheryl Whiting 
second; all in favor-Rick Schantz abstained. 
 
Linda to look at signage about using property for profit. 
 
Linda stated that CPC project requests due October 4th: Discussion on priority of projects: put forth 4 for 
approval: (1) Playground @ Veteran’s Memorial Park Beach; (2) Bleachers @ Ames Street Playground; (3) 
Lights upgrade @ Deborah Sampson Park; (4) Fence @ Ames Street 
 
Other Business: 3 members are up for renewal – Steve Lesco is done as of December 31st. Steve Ferrara/Rick 
Schantz are staying on the Board. New school representative is Judy Crosby. 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 8:40pm Chris Valois/first; Ro Desai/second; all in favor-zero opposed. 
 
Next meeting: October 18, 2018, 6:30pm 
 


