
Town of Sharon Planning Board 
Minutes of 9/14/17 

Sharon Community Center 
Filmed by SCTV 

 

Planning Board 

David Blaszkowsky, Chair absent Peter O’Cain, Town Engineer  

Ben Pinkowitz,  Lance Delpriore, Assistant Town Engineer  

Shannon McLaughlin   Rob Maidman   

Pat Pannone   

 
Other Attendees 

Bob Shelmerdine Carl Chudnofsky 

Nancy Hide David Spiegel  

Tom Houston Ed McSweeney 

 Steven Rafsky  

 
Meeting Initiation 
Mr. Pinkowitz called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM in the absence of the Chair and 
read the Chair’s Report.  
 
Meeting Minutes 
Mr. Pannone moved and Mr. Maidman seconded approval of the minutes of 8/17/17. 
The Board voted 3-0-1(Pinkowitz was absent on 8/17) in favor of approval.  
 
Sharon Gallery 
Mr. Shelmerdine stated that a zoning amendment revision is being proposed which will 
require a public hearing slated for 9/28/17. Tom Houston wrote the changes in 
conjunction with the applicant. The article proposes additional uses not currently 
allowed. The Public Hearing will be advertised in both the Sharon Advocate and Patriot 
Ledger.  
 
Mr. Rafsky said this has been a two month process talking to the various constituents in 
town. The momentum allows progress to be made on the site. Two grocery stores have 
expressed interest. There will be a residential component, changes in the height to 
accommodate a hotel, drive thrus and an increase to certain building sizes. They want to 
subdivide the project and remove any references to the past project proposals. Tom 
Houston is working on expanding the bylaw. Mr. Rafsky reviewed the draft and the 
specific changes. 
 
Mr. Spiegel said part of the problem of the development is the shape of the lot. He thinks 
flexibility is needed with parking so it can be a successful development. 
 
Mr. Pannone expressed his concern regarding LEED standards being incorporated into 
the project. 
 
Mr. Maidman suggested there are too many “mays” in the language and suggested they 
be more precise. 
 



Mr. Spiegel said he prefers the housing to be age directed. He wants to have options to 
build a high quality mixed use project and said it is a plus for the Town. He stated 
approximately 195 units with 25 affordable. He prefers condominiums but banks are 
interested in financing apartment complexes. 
 
35% of space needs to be greenspace, wetland included. It will be 250,000 square feet 
for housing.  
 
A brief discussion ensued as to whether the Planning Board should be the review 
authority vs ZBA. The Planning Board will speak to the ZBA.  
 
Mr. Shelmerdine said they are in the process of putting together a development 
agreement. 
 
There is a question on who the sponsor is. The Selectmen would be the sponsor if the 
Planning Board does not wish to be.  
 
Ed McSweeney of 68 Walpole Street said he will meet with the developers 
representatives to discuss water connections to his house.  
 
Master Plan 
Mr. O’Cain provided an update on the RFP process. A brief conversation ensued. The 
bids are due on October 12th. There are 18 interested parties so far.  
 
Other 
Ms. McLaughlin stated that there needs to be an increase in communication and 
transparency amongst the various boards. She will meet with Selectmen McGrath and 
Mr. Maidman will meet with Mr. Turkington to determine the origin of the marijuana 
article. 
 
Mr. Maidman was voted 4-0-0 as representative to Lake Management.  
 
Adjournment - The Board voted 4-0-0 to close the PB meeting at 9:35 PM. 
 
Future Scheduled Meetings - 9/14, 9/28, 10/12 


