
Town of Sharon Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee (DEIC)  
 
May 11th, 2023 Meeting Minutes  
 
This open meeting of the Town Sharon Diversity Equity and Inclusion Committee is being conducted 

remotely consistent with Mass General Law due to the outbreak of the Covid19 Virus. Public access 

of this meeting does not ensure public participation. This meeting will include public comment. The 

committee chair Mrs. Wendy Alexis-Janvier started by welcoming everyone and calling all committee 

members, liaisons and speakers to confirm their attendance. 

 

Attendance: 

Wendy Alexis-Janvier - chair, present 
Alison Kellom – clerk, present 
Bill Kondrath - present 
Toben Asklar- vice chair, present  
Margie Mitlin - present 
Julie Rowe – School Committee Liaison, present 
Lajos Kamocsay - present 
  
Hana Switlekowski – Select Board Liaison, present 
Laura Henze Russel 
 
 
Email Correspondence 
 
From April 14th to May 11th, 2023, we received 4 correspondences. 
 
A community member emails that they are a contractor that supports NTIA Broadband 
equity grant initiatives for state, local, and tribal governments to expand broadband 
connectivity for digital inclusion. Grant money is available for your area through the 
BEAD Digital Equity Act. 
 
A Committee Liaison emails about the Sharon High School Financial Reality Fair on 
Friday, May 19th 7:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. in the SHS gymnasium. We are seeking 
volunteers for this one-day effort.  
 
A committee member emails about the Town of Sharon DEIC is sponsoring a small 
gathering on Tuesday, May 9th  6-8pm, at the Town Hearing Room, 2nd Floor of the 
Sharon Community Center 
 
A community member emails about the MassDep Informational Meeting on the 
upcoming Technical Assistance grants, June 6th at 7pm via Zoom 
 



 
 
 
  

Town's Lake Massapoag Advisory Committee: Laura Henze Russell, Chair  
 
Discusses the Lake Committee went inactive due to the Pandemic. There was an Alge 
Bloom that caused the beaches to be temporarily closed to the public.  
 
Toben talks about the lake being one of the reasons that they moved to the town, as 
they enjoy paddling on the lake.  
 
Wendy being from Haiti, growing up in Miami. Unfortunately Haiti lacks some of the 
refuse disposal system that the US has, feels it is important to care for the ec 
 
Marjorie talks about going on the lake on her blow up kyak, spending time with friends.  
 
Hanna Switlekowski talks about enjoying paddle board yoga on the lake.  
 
Alison talks of her love of water from the west coast, the draw of the lake as a bonus to 
why we love living in this town.  
 
Bill grew up doing water sports, wind surfing, water skiing etc. Currently he sails and 
kayaks when he can.  
 
Hana talks about the runoff of phosphorus fertilizers and cleaning products. Dealing 
with leaking septic systems. E-coli problems at the beaches in the area. Hoping to 
reach out to the entire town to ask for help to care for the health and safety of the Lake. 
 
Proposes “Lake Walks”, previously around Sharon Day, as a public beach clean-up 
day. Possible “Story Walks” as another option. Writing a grant to make education 
materials to educate about how to care for the environment.  
 
Community member Talia Abir talks about concert that could celebrate the lake as a 
form of fundraising.  
Laura talks about having a “Lake Day”. 
 
 
 
Update: Training plan for town employees, boards, and committee 
 
Bill gives an update on a website called SunshowerLearning.com 
 
Surprised how affordable the program is that could work across differences. Working 
on unconscious bias and microaggressions. 



 
Wendy talks about the website Theory-of-enchantment.teachable.com 
A different approach to teaching DEI issues in the tech sector.  
 
Train.traliant.com is another option, but possibly more expensive.  
 
 
Update on Juneteenth “Be Inclusive” with Town of Walpole.  
We are not ready to be a larger sponsor for their event. Wendy suggested that we get 
a table at the event to be that level of sponsorship.  
 
 
 
Toben Asklar gives an update on the Strategic Initiatives/Actions Grid. 
 
Shelley talks about the DEI meeting on May 9th with other groups in town with an 
interest in DEI. A conversation about how to collaborate in the future. 
 
 
DEIC Membership and Vacancies. 
 
Put in an application to the Select Board.  
 
Wendy Alexis-Janvier talks about stepping down from the DEIC in June 2023 
 
 
 
Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 
Julie Rowe talks about the Financial Fair on Friday, May 17th at the Sharon High 
School. Teaching students about credit, getting a loan for a car, etc. 
 
May 21st 2-5pm Open Mosque Day ICME Sharon, 74 Chase Dr, Sharon, MA 
 
June 11th, from 12-4pm, Sharon Pride Steering Committee Annual Car Parade event 
 
Hanna mentions “Matilda Jr.”, all inclusive and sensory production at the Sharon High 
School, May 20th. 
 
 
Topics not anticipated within 48 hours 
Talia Abir talks about the need for a wheelchair accessible swing at the Walter Griffin 
Playground on Ames St. Wendy talks about working with Talia regarding the issues 
she is having with the local playground. 



 
Bill motions to adjourn. Margie seconds it. 7 Votes for Yes, (Margie Mitlin, Alison 
Kellom, Bill Kondrath, Toben Asklar, Shelley Keimach, Lajos Kamocsay, Wendy 
Alexis-Janvier) 


