
Sharon Commission on Disabilities  

Location and Meeting: Sharon Adult Center, Library  

Date and Time: Wednesday, August 24, 2016  

Called to Order at 7:25 pm  

Minutes  

Attendance: Paul Remy, Susan Myerson, Susan Friedman, Amy Karas, and Peter Melvin 

Absent::Jana Katz, Lois Diamond, Geila Aronson, and Chanie Minkowitz: 

Guest: Valerie Viera, Paul Remy personal care assistant:  

 Welcoming and Introduction of Commission's new member, Susan Friedman  

 Public Input - Information has been distributed about a bill that could weaken ADA. The  

Commission discussed joining a protest. The Commission is awaiting word from Jeff Dougan,  

Massachusetts Office of Disabilities, concerning this idea.  

 Approval of Minutes from April 27,2016 and May 29, 2016. (Approved)  

o April and May minutes have not been found and thus have not been approved  

 Commission also approved to move meeting time from 7:15 pm to 7:00 pm and voted Susan  

Friedman to serve as the Commission's Secretary - (voted by Majority).  

Old Business Discussed:  

 Accessible Parking at Sharon Train Station: Town Engineer, Peter O'Cain, Jeff Dougan,  

Massachusetts Office of Disabilities and Paul Remy , Chairperson Commission on Disabilities,  

met on August 2,2016 at the train station. Paul Remy with the help of Peter O'Cain has  

since written a letter stating that the Commission could insist that the MBTA install a ramp  

near the accessible platform on the Out Bound (Providence) side of the parking lot.  

However, the issue is still how to create an accessible pathway from the In Bound (Boston)  

side to the Out Bound side. The MBTA is not required an ADA solution for this dilemma and  

is unwilling to support this effort as it will cost several millions to construct an overpass with  

an elevator. The Commission feels that any support in making the train station more  

accessible is important.  

 Sharon Community Television series on Disabilities;  

 Implementation - Fall 2016  

 Jana will be coordinating this effort  

 Entitled, Inclusion Matters but add Sharon Commission on Disabilities to name  

 Possibly have Colleen Tuck host with Jana but still creating a panel list  

• Ames Street Playground;  

 Application for accessible gaga pit submitted by Noah Rosenthal has been approved  

 Fundraiser will be held at Orangeleaf by the Boy Scouts  

 Accessible picnic tables have also been approved  



 
 
• Town Hall Accessibility;  

 The leased temporary ramp that is ADA compliant was installed in front of Town  

Hall in August. The ramp will remain in place through the November 8 election but  

will be removed late November or early December.  

 Since the plan for accessibility for Town Hall was not approved at the last Town  

Meeting - the hope is to revise the plan and submit an updated version to be  

reviewed at the next Town Hall Meeting. The Commission is hoping to combine  

efforts with the Town's Master Planning Committee to include accessibility.  

 The COA Advisory Coucil will invite Fred Turkington to a future meeting or enlist the  

help of Rob Maidman to future meeting to discuss a future submittal.  

• High School Scholarship;  

 Awarded to Scott Ryan. Should have received his $1000 check. Thank you card was  

received.  

 Next year - Commission will sign the permission slip for funds in May so that the  

recipient can be issued a check in a timely manner.  

New Business Discussed:  

• Changing the traffic light pattern;  

 Paul emailed Public Works about timing the traffic lights slower at Main and Billings  

so that they benefit wheeichair/scooter users. Also installing newer bricks would  

help the process as well. Awaiting response.  

• Training for public safety professionals to work with deaf and hard of hearing;  

 Jana looking to organize a training. Suggestion is for Fall 2017.  

 Commission is thoroughly supporting this effort.  

Meeting called to adjourn at 8:03 pm.  



 


