
DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING 

SHARON BOARD OF HEALTH 

September 11, 2013 

Community Center 

 

The meeting of the Sharon Board of Health was called to order at 7:32 PM by Stan 

Rosen, Chair.  In attendance were:   Jay Schwab, Ed Welch and Chuck Levine   

 

Also in attendance were Bridget Sweet, Health Administrator, Jim Andrews Health 

Agent for Engineering, Laura Nelson resident, Tibernius Herman, resident, Mr and Mrs. 

Denny prospective residents, and Attorney Arthur Kesselman.   

 

Minutes 

 

The minutes of the July 31
st
 meeting were reviewed.  Addition of the words “LLC” to the 

South Boston Group on the first page.   

 

J. Schwab made a motion to approve the minutes as revised.  C. Levine seconded, all in 

favor.  (4-0) 

 

Underground Storage Tank Discussion  

 

S. Rosen discussed the confusion in the past meeting surrounding the Underground 

Storage Tank permits.  He stated that the confusion is due to the infrequent use, and there 

is a filing cabinet in the basement that holds this information. B. Sweet also stated that a 

lot of the older records in the computer database are in WordPerfect, which is not 

compatible and that the office is working on reformatting all the wordperfect documents 

to word documents.   

 

 

40 Harold Street Septic Hearing  

 

Prior to the hearing, J. Andrews distributed a hand out to the Board regarding the 

Engineering Departments definition of a bedroom.  This policy is an Engineering 

Department policy, not a Health Department Policy.   

 

Attorney Kesselman questioned this policy.  J. Andrews explained the policy.   

 

Mr. Denny purchased this home, and when it was marketed to him it was marketed as a 3 

BR, and all the original permitting was done as a 3 BR.  When he applied for a building 

permit to place a second story on this home, he was denied.  At that time he was referred 

to the Zoning Board.  Zoning Board referred this to the Health Department.  A set of 

plans was presented to the town, a Title V was conducted recently and he wants to keep 

the home as a 2 BR, with an addition of a study.  That study can be construed as a 

bedroom.  Mr. Denny will stipulate on a special permit that this home is only a 2 BR 

home.  He is not increasing the foot print, or adding bathrooms.   



Mr. Denny presented an affidavit from the previous owners that they used it as a 3 BR.   

 

J. Andrews reminded that the Board that in 1995 that Title 5 was updated.  This particular 

Title V was in 1992, prior to the code requiring more specific documentation.   The plans 

that were submitted to J. Andrews – there is no existing, just proposed plans.  The plans 

are not complete for J. Andrews to make a determination.  Article 7 also states that any 

new construction will require the septic system be upgraded.   

 

S. Rosen asked the width of the doorway that is being proposed.  J. Andrews also stated 

that there are no dimensions in the plans that were presented, and that the plans should 

have had dimensions.  S. Rosen stated that if the opening is a minimum of 60 inches, and 

with the addition of a new septic system, and a deed restriction that the house would not 

be more than 2 BR the Board may consider approval.   

 

J. Andrews stated that anywhere that a system would be placed in this location, variances 

would be required due to the wetlands.  J. Andrews stated that the chances of a 1992 

system being in full compliance are slim, but a septic upgrade is not out of the question.  

J. Andrews recommends to get some more accurate plans, and to dig a test hole to find 

out exactly what is there.  Attorney Kesselman asked for the Board to give a blanket 

approval for the variances, and S. Rosen stated that they are unable to do so without more 

information.  S. Rosen stated that he feels that the Board is inclined, but at this time there 

is not enough information.  The hearing is deferred for a month until more information is 

presented.  Mr. Denny’s engineer needs to follow up with the Engineering Department, 

and larger plans with dimensions presented to the BOH.   

 

 

Septic Information Discussion 236 Edgehill Road 

 

Laura Nelson and Tibby Herman addressed the Board regarding their property that they 

purchased in 1995.  There is also a honeymoon cottage and a barn on site.  In the main 

house the cess pool is not operating properly, and because there are two cess pools on the 

property the home owners are coming to the Board for guidance.  They were originally 

planning on only upgrading the main house cess pool, and not the honeymoon cottage.  

This cottage is about 350 square feet and is currently being rented.  Borderland 

Engineering is beginning perc tests tomorrow. 

 

Ms. Nelson and Mr. Herman presented some pictures for the Board to look at.  J. 

Andrews stated that in Title V a facility under one ownership would be upgraded as one 

facility; so that if one cess pool is upgraded they both have to be upgraded.  The options 

are for both cess pools to be tied into one system, or a septic variance hearing to only 

upgrade the one cess pool on the main house.  If this variance was granted, there would 

be a time period for the cess pool to the cottage to become compliant.  S. Rosen stated 

that there is not enough information for the Board to make a determination one way or 

the other.  The condition of the cess pool for the cottage is not determined – the cottage 

has never been Title V inspection.  S. Rosen stated that if a variance was allowed, the 

Board would want some assurances to the health of the cess pool.  J. Andrews stated that 



the cess pool would not pass an inspection, but perhaps a structural determination can be 

made.   

 

S. Rosen stated that more information will be needed, and Ms. Nelson stated that they 

would come back to the Board once the perc test results come back.  B. Sweet stated that 

if a hearing is scheduled then the homeowners would be responsible to notifying abutters 

etc.  The only other choice is to ensure that the cottage is not occupied, and then the 

cottage would be declared un-habitable. J. Andrews is going to work Ms. Nelson and Mr. 

Herman, and keep the Health Department aware if a hearing is going to be necessary.   

 

Health Administrator 

 

B. Sweet updated the Board on the activities in the Health Department.  B. Sweet 

discussed the lake, geese and the Goose D-Fence system.  More housing complaints, and 

nuisance trash complaints than normal this month.  A significant hoarding case has been 

identified.  Sheila Miller and Sudan Edinger have been working with the indivudal.   

 

Flu Clinics are to be held at Sharon High 9/25 from 5 pm to 7pm.  

    Stony Brook 9/17 9 am to 1030 

    Hixson Farms Clubhouse 9/17 11 to 12:30 

    Sharon Town Hall Employee Only 9/26 9 to 10:30, 12:30-4 

    Temple Sinai 10/1 9am to 10:30 

    Health Department 10/10 5pm to 8 pm 

    10/27 Halloween Parade 12-3pm 

The Health Department is also taking names and phone numbers of those who are home 

bound.   

 

The Health Department vaccine is trivalent.  There is a very small amount of quadrivalent 

flu vaccine.   

 

Farmer’s Market – a complaint came in regarding traffic.  However this is not a health 

department concern.  Usually there is police presence, however this complaint is not a 

health department concern.  One vendor who was not registered/permitted with the health 

department; they are now permitted.  To date there have been over 60 vendors and over 

40 of them are food related.   

 

To date the highest level Sharon has hit is moderate risk level.  The Health Department 

continues to remind people to use bug spray and wear long sleeves.   

 

J. Schwab questioned the break down and the labor costs of the flu breakdown.  State 

supplied vaccine varies from year to year, and the amount of nurses fluctuates causing 

more labor costs.  Linda Callan is working very hard to ensure that the correct vaccine is 

being matched to insurances, to ensure that the Health Department will recoup the most 

amount possible.   

 



J. Schwab asked about the animal issue on Manning Way, and B. Sweet stated that she 

has heard from the animal inspector that the property is being monitored closely.  She 

stated that it is almost time for animal permits to be renewed.  B.  Sweet reminded the 

Board about the animal permit for the horse that is not present yet.  The permit holder 

stated that he worked hard to obtain the permit.   

 

J. Schwab asked if their was a requirement for selling of eggs. B. Sweet stated that fresh 

shell eggs can be sold provided they are <45F.   He also inquired if the Unitarian Church 

event was permitted, and B. Sweet stated that this was a permitted organization having an 

organized event.   

 

 

 

Motion to adjourn at 9:15  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Bridget Sweet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


