
Sharon Recycles
Recycling Saves Money 
The Town of Sharon’s residential trash is delivered to the SEMASS incinerator.  
Sharon is charged a tipping fee for each ton of trash delivered.There is no tipping fee  
for recycled paper-glass-metal-plastic since these are not sent to SEMASS. In 2007, 
Sharon saved approximately $64,000 by sending 1,840 tons to recycling. 

Residents should know that the current waste contract was signed in 1988, with  
a low tipping fee of $35. This contract expires in 2015. The next contract is expected to  
have a higher tipping fee. Other towns are currently paying close to $90 per ton.  
Sharon residents could save $165,000 per year in avoided disposal costs by increasing 
our recycling rate.

Sharon Recycling Goals
In 2007, Sharon was ranked 166th out of 351 municipalities in Massachusetts for  
recycling. Sharon’s trash is incinerated at SEMASS. In 2007, Sharon sent 6,678 tons of 
trash to be burned - that’s 714 pounds per person. We don’t need to burn newspaper, 
metal and plastic when we can reclaim them for raw materials instead.

The Residential Recycle Rate compares the total 
amount of can-bottle-paper sent for recycling to 
the total weight of waste generated. The Rate also 
includes leaf/yard waste and hazardous items in the 
recycled/diverted total. The Rate does not include 
schools and businesses that are not covered by 
residential curbside pick-up.

Source: 1 - Massachusetts DEP 2007 Municipal Tonnage and Recycling 
Rate Summary

Recycling is Easy 
 
Paper
• �Newspapers/inserts
• �Magazines, catalogs, phone books
• �Junk mail, envelopes, envelopes  

with windows
• �Office paper
• �Paperboard (cereal, shoeboxes).  

Remove plastic liners, but do not  
remove plastic windows.

• �Corrugated cardboard
• �Paper bags
• �NO paper with food waste (pizza box, 

paper plates)
• �NO plastic bags

Glass-Metal-Plastic
• �Glass bottles, jars all colors and sizes. 

Remove lids.
• �Aluminum/tin/steel cans and lids
• �Aluminum foil/pie plates
• �Plastic containers labeled 1 – 7
• �Plastic milk jugs
• �NO aerosol cans
• �NO window glass, pyrex, ceramics,  

light bulbs
• �NO plastic envelopes or shrink wrap
• �NO plastic bags  (these jam the  

conveyor belts)

We can do better! Recycle 
Rate (2007)1

Canton 41%
Foxboro 65%

Mansfield 53%
Needham 65%

Newton 35%
Sharon 27%
Walpole 38%

Massachusetts DEP Goal 56%

You are not required to use the town’s plastic bin. Larger barrels can be used to  
make recycling easier. Visit the Town of Sharon DPW office to obtain a “SHARON 
RECYCLES” sticker to convert an ordinary trash barrel into a recycling bin. 

For more information:

Sharon Department of Public Works
217R  South Main Street • Sharon, MA 02067 • 781-784-1525 • www.townofsharon.net



Recycling is Good for You and Good for Massachusetts

Source: Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
www.mass.gov/dep/recycle/reduce/swmguide.pdf

How Plastic is Recycled:
All plastic from curbside pickup is put through a 
grinder to make plastic flakes. The flakes are  

separated from each other by density into 
PET, polystyrene, LDPE, HDPE. The  

plastic flakes are then turned into
pellets which are essentially the same 
as pellets made from petroleum 
products.  Companies in Lawrence, 
Leominster, New Bedford and Brockton 
conduct the grinding,  make the pellets 
or use the pellets for finished products. 

How Aluminum is Recycled:
Aluminum is made from bauxite ore. The U.S.  
imports 90% of its bauxite. But all of the aluminum 
in beverage containers can be reclaimed through 

recycling. Recycled cans are  
shredded, melted, and cast into 
ingots before being rolled and 
stamped into new cans. In less than 
60 days, a soda can in your recycle 
bin can become a new can on a 
grocery shelf. Companies in Ayer, 
Needham  and Worcester fill the new 
aluminum cans with soda and other 
beverages.

How Paper is Recycled:
Recycled newspaper and cardboard is dissolved  
in water to make a pulp. Staples and paper clips 
are strained away. Then the recycled pulp is  

blended with raw materials and 
pulled through rollers to make paper. 
Using recycled  paper to make  
pulp skips the harsh chemical 
digestion process that is required 
to turn wood into pulp. Companies 
in Fitchburg and Worcester make 
recycled-content paper.

How Glass is Recycled:
It takes 1,330 pounds of sand, 433 pounds of 
soda ash, 433 pounds of limestone, 151 pounds of 

feldspar, and 15.2 million BTUs of energy 
to produce 1 ton of glass. Recycled glass 
is crushed into small pieces called cullet. 
Adding cullet to the batch saves energy 
because recycled glass has a lower  
melting point than the original source 
materials. The temperature of the  
furnace can be lowered 10 degrees for 
every 10 percent cullet added. New glass 
can be made from up to 83% recycled 
cullet. Note that ceramics and window 

glass are different from bottle glass, and can ruin 
the batch of recycled glass, so they should not be 
placed in recycle bins. A company in Franklin makes 
cullet and recycled glass.

Recycling Works
Recycling reclaims natural resources, saves energy, and saves money.

Recycled Material Energy and Natural Resources Saved

Aluminum Every ton of aluminum cans recycled saves the equivalent of 1,665 gallons of gasoline.1

95% less energy is used to re-melt recycled aluminum than to mine ore.2

Paper and Cardboard Every ton of mixed paper recycled saves the equivalent of 185 gallons of gasoline.1

45% less energy is used to make new paper products from recycled paper.

Manufacturing recycled paper creates 74% less air pollution and  35% less water pollution.3

Plastic Every ton of plastic bottles recycled saves the equivalent of 74.5 gallons of gasoline.3

76% less energy is used to make new soda bottles from recycled bottles (PET).

Recycling one ton of milk jugs (HDPE)  conserves 76 million BTUs. 

Glass One ton of glass made from 50% recycled material saves 250 pounds of mining ore and 195 pounds of 
mining waste.3

Manufacturing recycled glass uses 50% less water and creates 14% less air pollution.3

Source:  
1. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency    2. International Aluminum Institute
3. �Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection: Solid Waste Management Guide for Teachers.  www.mass.gov/dep/recycle/reduce/swmguide.pdf


